
 
 

The Weekly ¡Olé! 

 Finishing Up Week 10 - October 18, 2019       RANCHO MINERVA MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

School Psychologist’s 
SEL Tip of the Week: 

Providing Choice 
 
The central developmental 
task our scholars have in 
adolescence is to build 
independence. They need 
space to assert their own 
thoughts, beliefs and 
opinions. Often this means 
asserting that no one else 
can control what they do. 
The best way to sidestep 
this power struggle is to 
provide choice. 
 
In class, we can give our 
scholars as many choices 
as practical.  Options like 
flexible seating, allowing 
scholars to choose 
between two possible 
assignments or choosing 
to listen to music with 
headphones while they 
work can give scholars the 
agency they crave.  
 
We can also use choice 
when framing discipline. 
Our students don't "have 
to" follow the rules. They 
are free to make their own 
choices and experience 
the natural consequences. 
In the end, it's on them to 
choose whether the 
consequences of any 
action are worth it. 
 
 

 

Telling Our Story 
Tuesday morning, our 
counseling team hosted 
Coffee with the 
Counselors, an hour long 
forum about how to 
support scholars through 
their middle school 
years.  Several parents 
came and participated in 

the lively conversation about what a challenge it is to be a 
middle school parent.  Counselors offered guidance about 
how to communicate with teachers and get needed 
support.  Thank you Marisol and Rebecca for hosting this 
event!  
 
A big thank you to Bekka 
Kinder who took 55 
scholars to the San Diego 
Opera to see Aida.  The 
grant covered busing to 
San Diego as well as the 
ticket to the opera.  What 
an amazing experience 
for our scholars to have! 
One of the scholars said: 
“I really liked watching 
the people on the stage playing music.  I didn’t understand 
what was going on though.  They were speaking a different 
language.” (He smiles).  
 

 
Nichole Santangelo’s scholars 
created a fun cardboard arcade 
to showcase their creativity, 
collaboration, and presentation 
skills.  Classes had a chance to 
come into the library to explore 
these games, try out their luck, 
and some groups even had 
prizes!  The high energy “arcade” 

was filled with laughter and fun and challenged many 
scholars on their “gaming” skills.   It’s a whole different ball 
game when you actually have to touch the game to play!  
 
More good stuff to share on the next page…  
 
 

 

 



 

October 24 - MS Principal 

Meeting @ C & I  

 

Kim H - Admin Designee on 

10/22 (PM only) and 10/24 

10/22-  Visit from 

Teaching  Team from 

Japan (SDCOE) 

10/24 - NGSS Site Visit @ 

11:30 am - 1:30 pm  

 

Thank you for a wonderful 

(and unexpected) Bosses’ 

Day Celebration!  

 
 
 

Kiwani’s Shade Project 

in use and the kids 

are LOVIN’ it!  

I came across this interesting tweet from Tom Loud about 
questions scholars ask each day.  As our honeymoon phase 
fades off into the sunset, it’s 
important to keep our 
scholars in the center of all 
that we do and WHAT we do 
is important.  Reflect on these 
questions and ask yourself 
what would your scholars say. 
Be honest. Be reflective. 
Make the necessary adjustments to allow relationships to 
flourish not diminish.  
 
With continued consistent messaging and holding our 
scholars accountable, we will #disrupttheperception!  
 
With incredible respect and gratitude,  
Christina 
 

 

Learning is everywhere at RMMS & 

includes EVERY scholar 

 

 
 

Quote of the week from Dan Rather 

The dream begins, most of the time, with a teacher who believes 

in you, who tugs and pushes and leads you on to the next 

plateau, sometimes poking you with a sharp stick called truth. 

 

Shout out to Ms. Master 

who spent her lunch 

playing cards with our 

scholars!  

 



 

Community Events you might be interested in…. 

 

October 19, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 6, 2019 

 


